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397: TO WILLIAM YALE1
22.X.29                                                         X4 Barton St., Westminster
Dear Yale, Robert Graves passed me your letter, and I have
delayed answering it, while I tried to borrow for myself a copy of
my Seven Pillars, to see what I said 10 years ago. However I've
not found one, and my leave expires on Thursday, so I must write
from memory of what happened in Damascus. [37 lines omitted
in which Lawrence gives particulars of his action with regard to the
Damascus Hospital described in Chapters CXXI and CXXI1 of'Seven
Pillars of Wisdom'} I left on October 4th, I think, for England.
About the Lebanon & Beyrout. I had secured a promise,
from Feisal and his staff, that they would leave it alone, for the
European allies to occupy. This promise was made me in Wejh,
as Graves seems to have stated. (I have no copy of Graves' book,
either!) Upon the taking of Damascus, Feisal & myself lost
control. The Syrians (Ali Riza2 & the Bekri brothers) took
charge, and galloped (metaphorically) straight for the coast.
My intention had been to occupy from the gap of Tripoli north-
ward to Alexandretta, and I had told Feisal that in the welter
which would follow victory he would stand a very decent chance
of getting this area eventually allotted to the Syrian kingdom
upon terms, I still think that it was a possibility, and that the
precipitate occupation of Beyrout and Lebanon wholly threw
away the local people's chances. Shukri was sent to Beyrout by
Ali Riza. I was much too engaged in struggling with difficulties
of Damascus to attempt to cope with Ali Riza. Anyway, all my
thought was of going home, where I meant to get transferred to
the French front. The eastern business was badly on my nerves.
There was nothing either Sherifian or mine, therefore, in the
occupation of Beyrout. I was opposed to it, on grounds of
interest, and Feisal had ordered his people to have nothing to do
with litoral Syria south of the Tripoli gap. You can support this
statement, perhaps, if you will see that no one of the Sherifs, or
of the Arab army, or of us, went there. It was entirely a
Damascus move: as was the fatuous proclamation of King Hussein
in Damascus. These things were as much anti-Feisal as any-
1 Professor of History, University of New Hampshire. See pp. 282 to 294.
2  See p, 226.